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Abstract

No doubt that the preservation of the environment and the
prohibition of its pollution constitue a burden on States at all
times, both in peacetime and in time of war, and whether relations
between them are normal or tense, and this obligation becomes
even more urgent in times of war and armed conflict.

The role of international humanitarian law is highlighted in
times of armed conflict, as it is the applicable law. As is well
known, the environment in times of armed conflict is subject to
serious violations that may exceed those in times of peace.

The content of environmental protection in international
humanitarian law is embodied in a set of principles on which the
belligerents must observe its provisions in such circumstances.
The most important of these principles are the principle of
prohibition of unjustifiable pain, the principle of distinction
between civilian and military objectives, and the principle of
proportionality.
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Connecticut: Querum Books, 1983, P.54.
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